
The Book of 
Romans
ROMANS 3



Main Theme of Romans

The righteousness of God 
which is available to all who 
are justified by faith in the 
salvation provided in Jesus 
Christ (1:16-17, 3:21-26). 



Theological Message

“The gospel reveals how God is 
righteously righteousing (i.e., 

justifying) unrighteous 
individuals—both Jew and 

Gentile—at this stage in the history 
of salvation.”  

--John Stott
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Four Questions, 3:1-8

#1—3:1-2 What advantage does being a Jew have?

#2—3:3-4 Does the unfaithfulness of some Jews nullify the 
faithfulness of God?

#3—3:5-6 Is God unrighteous or unfair to inflict wrath on us?

#4—3:7-8 Why am I still being condemned a sinner if my sin 
makes God the more glorious?



Grand Finale, 3:9-20
� Are Jews better than the Gentiles?

NOT AT ALL!   ALL ARE UNDER SIN!
� The depraved person’s CHARACTER, 3:10-12 – Psalm 14:1-3; 

53:1-3
� The depraved person’s CONDUCT, 

� Speech, 3:13 – Psalm 5:9; 140:3; AND 3:14 – Psalm 10:7
� Approach to life, 3:15 – Isaiah 59:7-8

� The CAUSE for being depraved, 3:18 – Psalm 36:1
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� CONCLUSION: “…so that every mouth might be STOPPED, 
and the whole world may be held accountable to God.”
� 2:15
� 2:23

� CAN WE BE GOOD ENOUGH? “…by the works of the 
law no human being will be justified in his sight….”
� NO ONE WILL BE JUSTIFIED! NO ONE! NONE!
Intended Response: “There is no escape from God’s 

wrath! What hope do we have?”

BECAUSE
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FINALLY...
I. The Righteousness of God REVEALED, 3:21
► Martin Luther claimed that verses 21-26 give us the “chief point and 

the very central place of the epistle, even the whole Bible.”

► “BUT NOW”—Martin Lloyd-Jones states, “there are no more 
wonderful words in the whole of Scripture than just these two 
words, ‘But now.’”

►  SEE Rom 6:21-22; 7:5-6; 16:25-27; Gal 4:8-9; Eph 2:11-13; Eph 
5:8; Col 1:21-22; 3:7-8; Heb 12:26; 1 Pet 2:10; 1 Peter 2:25—not a 
difference in the way we feel, but in who we are!
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III. The Righteousness of God ACHIEVED, 
3:24-26
►The logical order of the teaching of this passage:

• 3:25, Christ has given Himself as the propitiation for our sins (sacrificial 
death), producing the atoning work that makes salvation 
possible—God’s wrath is satisfied

• 3:24, this secures our redemption since he paid the ransom for our sins
• 3:24, as sinners respond by faith—they are justified
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III. The Righteousness of God ACHIEVED, 
3:24-26
►The logical order of the teaching of this passage:

• 3:25, Christ has given Himself as the propitiation for our sins (sacrificial 
death), producing the atoning work that makes salvation 
possible—God’s wrath is satisfied

• 3:24, this secures our redemption since he paid the ransom for our sins
• 3:24, as sinners respond by faith—they are justified

WOW! HALLELUJAH!
SO, God is JUST, his wrath is poured out on sin…

AND he is JUSTIFIER, declaring righteous those who put 
their faith in him.



IV. Justification is ONLY by FAITH, 
3:27-31

WE SIMPLY RECEIVE IT!



IV. Justification is ONLY by FAITH, 
3:27-31

WE SIMPLY RECEIVE IT!

THEN… 

WE PASSIONATELY PROCLAIM IT!




